




















  
 The following is a 1975 photo of the plaque discovered by Lincoln Christian Church 
officials in 2007, and this photo shows the plaque's text: "Pending erection of a new courthouse 
for Logan County to replace one destroyed by fire in 1857, the original Christian Church built on 
this site that year was used as both Church and Circuit Courtroom and here Abraham Lincoln 
practiced law and by common consent acted as temporary judge and the material in the original 
church was preserved and used in the present church in 1904." ("Common consent" means that 
the lawyers on both sides agreed to allow another lawyer to substitute for the regular judge.) 
Most likely Judge Stringer wrote the text. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 For more information about the history of the "Abe in church" question, see 
http://findinglincolnillinois.com/churches.html.  
 
 For Lawrence B. Stringer's biography and photos, see 
http://findinglincolnillinois.com/historians.html#lbs. 

 
  
 (Please continue reading on the next page.)  

http://findinglincolnillinois.com/churches.html
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 Curiously, when Mr. Bill Donath sent me the 1941 Lincoln Evening Courier article about 
the plaque dedication, I was researching a picture of Abraham Lincoln included in J.H. Beidler's 
1903 Poems. The only information Beidler gives about the picture is the caption: "The Capps-
Lincoln picture was presented Mr. Jabez Capps of Mt. Pulaski, Ills., by Lincoln about 1852, as 
an old-style type. The picture was photographed for Hoke Beidler's book of poems in 1902. 
Lincoln, Ills., November 1, 1902  (Hoke Beidler's Poems, 1903, p. 94). Jabez Capps was a friend 
and political ally of Mr. Lincoln. (Pictures of Capps and Beidler are on the next page.) 
 

 
The Capps-Lincoln Picture 

 
 This picture of Lincoln is also in Stringer's 1911 History of Logan County. The only 
information Stringer gives is the caption: "Taken from a portrait presented by Mr. Lincoln to 
Jabez Capps of Mount Pulaski, on one of Mr. Lincoln's visits to the Capps' home at that place" 
(between pages 214 and 215).  
 
 I began to research this picture to find more information. The terms picture and portrait 
in the captions are ambiguous. I wondered whether the original image photographed was a 
drawing, painting, or other photograph. I was also curious about the creator. If the original image 
dates to 1852, or earlier, I wondered whether this image has been previously unrecognized as one 
of the earliest images of Lincoln. Bill Donath emailed me information specifically about this 
picture as did history buff Phil Bertoni of Mt. Pulaski and history buff and genealogist Cheryl 
Rothwell. I examined photos of Lincoln published in books and searched the Internet, including 
a visit to the Web site of the Library of Congress. Information from these various sources 
answered my questions. The story of that research has several interesting plot twists that can best 
be told in a photographic essay. In the near future, I will publish that composition on my 
community history Web site of Lincoln, IL: http://www.geocities.com/findinglincolnillinois/. 
The essay is titled "Solving the Mystery of the Jabez Capps' Picture of Abraham Lincoln: A 
Photographic Essay." A version of this story will also be included in my book on the Lincoln 
heritage of his first namesake town. 

http://www.geocities.com/findinglincolnillinois/


 
 

Jabez Capps 
 

(History of Logan County, Illinois, 1886, between pp. 748--749) 
 
 

 
Jacob Hoke Beidler, M.D. 

 
(J.H. Beidler, Poems, 1903, no page number) 
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